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DETAILS: 

On September 27, 2021, Special Agent (SA)  and  
(Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office) conducted a consensual interview of  

 at the Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office in Hampton, 
Arkansas.  An audio/video recorder was activated but it did not record any audio nor any video of
the interview.  As such, SA  spoke with , , and asked 

 to speak with  to see if  could meet again with investigators to attempt a 2nd 
interview. 
 
On September 29, 2021, Special Agent (SA)  and  
(Calhoun County Sheriff’s Office) met with  at the Arkansas
Gravel Co., Inc. (AGC) gravel pit to go over the events of September 23, 2021.  The meeting and
interview of  which  voluntarily consented to, was recorded via  

 body worn camera and a copy of the audio/video recording was downloaded for 
evidentiary purposes.  This report serves as a summary of the information provided by  
on both occasions and is not verbatim unless noted.
 
SA   and  drove to the area known to AGC employees as the
“Back 40”, which is located in the northeast portion of the AGC property.  The interview began 
in front of the Komatsu 490 excavator, which  operated on September 23, 2021.  

 has over .  
 

 and Charles “Chuck” Martin worked on September 22, 2021, “stripping” (excavating) 
for gravel at the “Back 40” and worked into the early hours of September 23, 2021.   
shut down operating around 0100 hours, while Martin continued working.   went home 
and returned to the AGC “Back 40” to begin work between 1200-1300 hours on September 23, 
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2021.  When  arrived, Martin was in the “Back 40” excavating.

 said the “Back 40” was the only area AGC personnel excavated for gravel during the 
last two months he worked full-time at AGC. 
 

 stated Martin operated a Hyundai 480 excavator, which had a mechanical issue with 
the turbine that was replaced on September 22, 2021.  The 480 was operated by  
and Martin after the repair and neither complained of any issues with the excavator.
 
The only AGC employees present at the property on September 23rd, were , Martin, 

  Martin and  worked at the “Back 40” excavating, while 
 was at the AGC plant conducting maintenance.  Later in the day, , 

arrived at the “Back 40”, where  met with  and Martin to discuss the lack of gravel 
in the area they were digging. 
 
At that time,  directed  and Martin to dig test holes to locate gravel in a 
cutover area and if no gravel was located in that area, to move to the north and dig test holes on 
the haul road leading north-south from the “Back 40”.   said  and Martin agreed that 
was a good idea.   said although  was an ,  
leaned on Martin’s experience as an operator, “I could tell how much experience he had cause of 
how good he was running the dozer and operating around me.”   had not worked with 
Martin before until they were operating the excavators together in the “Back 40”.

After the meeting with  was over,  followed Martin and they moved 
their excavators from the “stripping” location immediately south to the cutover.   took a
position immediately adjacent to the north-south haul road and faced back east to dig test holes in
the cutover.  Martin moved his excavator directly in front of  to the east and began to 
dig test holes as well.
 

 walked with investigators from the area  dug  test holes to the area Martin
dug his first test hole.   said, “By the looks of it, he didn’t go as deep as I did; I got a 
little bit wider pile going.”  Agent Note:  This dig area was covered with dirt.  Investigators and 

 then walked directly south from the first area and followed an obvious trail made by a 
tracked vehicle to another deep hole to the south in the cutover. 
 

 said, “That’s one bucket wide…he could have went deeper than that…I went two 
buckets wide in case I had to go real deep.”  SA  asked  if one doesn’t locate 
gravel when digging one bucket wide, would there be any reason to dig a second bucket, to 
which  said  asked Martin, “When you’re digging your test holes, is there a certain 
depth that you go?” to which Martin replied, “Yep, if you go past 16’, 17’ deep…if it’s past that, 
it’s too deep, to get the gravel.”   said  disregarded that as  felt it necessary to keep 
digging to see if gravel was present.  SA  asked  about the test hole remaining 
uncovered, to which  said, “We cover our holes back up, that’s what you’re supposed 
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to get done first.” 
 

 and investigators then walked due south from the second test hole and followed an 
obvious trail made by a tracked vehicle towards the main haul road that runs east-west.  

 was surprised that Martin only dug two test holes before tracking towards the haul 
road.  Earlier in the interview,  said when  lost sight of Martin tracking south towards
the haul road,  thought Martin was moving to come back towards  to sit next to  
to dig test holes. 
 
While standing at the main haul road,  volunteered, “I’ll tell y’all something right now, 
if he was looking for gravel, he’d have dug one in here or something”.   pointed back 
north towards the cutover .   continued, “Like I told , it’s like he 
levitated to me, cause all of a sudden he was there and then he wasn’t.” 
 

 and investigators then walked back towards the Komatsu 490 excavator  operated on
September 23rd.  During the walk back,  volunteered, “Now, that don’t seem right, right
there…I think he just levitated right there…that just don’t seem right…that’s what I wanted to 
come out and see his test holes, enough said right there.”  SA  asked  what  meant, to
which  replied, “I don’t think that he was on the right path, damn sure wasn’t looking for 
gravel, huh? Don’t seem like it, maybe he was being crazy or something.”

Upon arriving back at the Komatsu 490,  said  turned the excavator around towards 
the southwest to look for Martin because “I didn’t see him over here; I’d done started to cover up
my hole and looked…because I had my gravel pile here, and if he would’ve been right here I’d 
have hollered at him…” to come look at the gravel  had dug up so  could ask 
Martin, “Should we stop and start stripping right now…I just turned around and he was way over
there.” 
 

 said, “as soon as I turned around…my thoughts in my head was ‘damn what’s he 
doing there’ and I seen the dust it seemed like at first, but I saw it was way too excessive.”  

 observed the boom and bucket on Martin’s excavator was down facing the south until 
the “dust” rose up at which time Martin turned the cab and boom around and began to track 
backwards to the north.   described the discharge from the pipeline as white in color.  

 stated, “I seen the dust, I was like ‘Damn’, I thought ‘What is he doing there’…I seen 
the dust…the smoke, fumes whatever started puffing up real good covering the machine…” 
 

 said the wind carried the fume cloud towards the southwest away from Martin, at 
which time Martin jumped out of the excavator and ran towards  who was running 
towards Martin at the same time.   asked him, “What the hell was that?” Martin replied,
“I guess I hit that line over there…ammonia or something or another…anhydrous…ammonia.”  
During this time, the fume cloud began to move towards  and Martin, at which time 

 instructed Martin to jump on a bulldozer and push out a road to the northeast as the 
main haul road back towards other exits was covered by the cloud. 
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 said  returned to  excavator to retrieve  phone and spoke with  
on the phone at which time  told  “I guess Chuck hit that pipeline out here” to which  
asked, “How the hell did he hit that…why did he track way over there?”   stated  did 
not ask Martin any further questions about why he was near the pipeline digging nor has  
spoke with him since that day.   said  

 
. 

 
Martin told  ran out of fuel in his personal vehicle, so  and Martin took a 
break from work and  drove Martin to get fuel.  During the drive out on the main haul 
road, Martin (seated in the passenger seat) pointed to the left (south) and asked  “What
about that road right there?” to which  responded, “Well if it’s a haul road I doubt if 
we’ve dug it up.”   said, “I messed up, because that is the pipeline road right there, it 
just didn’t hit me all of a sudden and I didn’t realize until later what he was asking me.” 

 continued, “When he pointed at that, I was telling him it wouldn’t matter anyway, 
there’s water on both sides of that…I wouldn’t even mess with it, it could cave in…”
 
When asked if  knew the pipeline was located in the area where Martin struck it,  
stated  did and continued, “So much so that we didn’t think about or worry about it, we stayed 
the hell away from it…I don’t see why that man would come over here and pick this road, if he 
was thinking road right, when that road over there was what I idea was.”  Bradshaw pointed back
towards the “Back 40” when  said this.
 

 discussed why AGC did not dig for gravel on their haul roads, as it would cause 
difficulties for the trucks that moved gravel from the dig sites to the plant.   was asked 
why AGC did not dig for gravel in the area where Martin struck the pipeline, to which he said it 
“was done”, meaning it was dirt that had gravel recovered from it and then dumped at the 
location by haul trucks. 
 
Investigators talked with  about  being obviously upset during the interview, to 
which  stated, “I was thinking  didn’t want  to have this place, that’s 
what I was thinking.   said  had not spoken with , , for 
approximately a month prior to the 23rd, but on that date, he received a text from his father telling
him to “get out of here…if you take a breath of that stuff, it’ll kill you son” to avoid the 
anhydrous ammonia leak.    
 
SA  asked  if  was the kind of person who would ask another person to 
do something like strike the pipeline, to which  replied, “I’ll say this, I wouldn’t doubt 
it”.   said  had never discussed such a subject with  but that  had 
said “  burn this son of a bitch down to the ground before  made a dime out of it.”  

 said  sent  a text message talking about the future of the business, which  
provided to investigators and is attached to this report. 
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ATTACHMENT(S):  
1. Text Message from 
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